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Unique art glft of Lostant woman

By Shelby Sebens
H-’rlnTﬂh.u'n Flopodior

LOSTANT — Whether
s 0 eodoriul wire basket
topped with nnimal bones or
an intncate copper symibsal
from laly, Sueanne Shafes-
Wilson's artwork i umicue.

“I'm st trving o do
something that other people
havven't done,” Shafer-Wilson
of Lostam sabd, She designs
three-dimensional wire noe-
die laoe vessels,

The fosmer art teachssr ancd
current westem  sieel sign
desi learmed how 1o make
necdle  lace ot MNorhem
llinois University whene she
recerved & master's degree in
fiber ants, Shafer-Wilson said
when her modher handed her
a plastic coabed wire and said,
“make something neat with
these,”  she had Tound her
riiche,

Unlike anything done
before. Shafer-VWilion takes
lace desagns and applics them
to three-dimensional products
made of everything firom
plastic wine to copper bo ani-
mal fur.

= uI'..l.u.:.'\. heen mone
three-dimensional  ofemed,”
Shafer-Wilson said, noting
armizts peed o And a unil.l_ur:
virice in order 1o stand oul and
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Lace artist Suzanne Shafer-Wilson rocontly discussod hor ar I‘-nmgrmn;d] in har Lostan
home. Shates-YWikson will be part of an arissan showease ihis weekend i Utlca.

larger baskets that are wsed
for storpe o decorathon.

“In%s juest lakoe kondtting, yiou
have 10 count evervthing,”
Shafer-Wilson said.

A small copper neplica of
the “Symbol of Milano"
hangs framed near the dining
rogm  fable  in Shafer-
Wilson's homee, That arfwork,

about six inches il ook 35

e ssccessiul ' s [{¥}
Her  most complete.
recent  work, Shafer-
all dome by Wibon said
haindd with designing
wrenches and the  small
pliers, using coOpper
COpper wWirnng, O snake was
i A slightly frustrating
paini |.|L| g because
rocess, The piecces

arper pieces mus be worked

1:|||| WY from her two small

-:.'hlll]r:m to avosl the nsk of
iUy,

The desciplined work can

b tarmes Consuming. taking six

o eght howirs to complete ihe

woilld become overworked
and break. But 8 eamed ber
an honomble mentn from
the Handweavers Guild of
Amenca.

The mativation 10 recreale
the symbaol through her own

creativity came from her trip
to Milan, haly, where she
.ujmlml various lace desipms.

‘Ehnrﬂr"u’rﬂ“m sajd  her
Ilh.j!um:mrl coimes froan a
mocd o complete something
every day, a desire she sy
Frary wodnen e,

“I just feel the need to
make things,” Shafer-Wilson
said, noting she once reacd that
an unfinihed product i noth-
ing no matter how much time
[0 g |.'1.iu:|J wWirk s |'!||I! iﬂ'll.h it

“I started finishing o
everything  that  wasn'y
becunse | wanied ot 1o be
something,”  Shafer-Wilson
sid, “1 don’t want a house
fuill of unfinished things.”

Shater-Wilson also denves
inspiration from one of her
favonie artists, Ed Rosshach,
She follows his philosophy
that ceramics and other an
forms have neles thal muast be
pdhered 1o, bt fiber i a
redivm without conditions.

“You can do anvihing you

wand with any kind of materi-
ale”  said  Shafer-Wilson
whose most unigue piece is a
large basket made from
aticks, antlers amd animal fur

Shafer-Wilwon s work will
be showcased during the VIP
Anisan Showcase, 5-B pom
tixkay and -4 pom, 5 |I|.:|'|J.;1
al Aupu-.l le Winery ||1
Uiza.

Customers  will gel o
chance 10 meet with Shafer-
Wilsoi and four other artists,
saidd Teri Wenzel, co-owner of
.-"|.|.1|5':||.'.I Hall.

“We wanted to camy 1bems
i our laste room that are
handmadle mnd made out of
passion,” Weneel said, noting
maich of the artwork has been
on display for moniths.

Shaler-Wilson's art also is
displayed at |llinow State
Musgurn i Lockpor.

sm-m-e Sebeny can be
recached at 223-3206 Ext. 133
ar svreporier® newstribcom.



