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Wired for success

NeasTibune Roporior

A lowzal artist is irving (o crafi her one-of-
a-kindd artwork into o product people will
by,
One of Suzanne Shafer-Wilsons" wine
peedle loce baskets will grice the cover of
the March 2006 edition of The Crafis
Bepor, o national arists’ business paga-
aine, "It wus picked over o traditional bas-
keet,” the Lostant woman said,

Her decision to hire a professional pho-
tegraphier o take slides of work that she
could submil o the magazine wis 4 wise
one, she said.

“I was kind of af the posnt whens *17ve ot
i do something.” Shafer-Wikson smd, I
wais the best investment | could have mase,
hiring & professional her. 1 knew
e would get the kind of quality [ would
need.”

A 11 worked, At the end of January, The
CraftsRepon contacted Shafer-Wilson for its
CUVET,

Shafer-Wilson's basket stood oul amang
the more traditional candidates for the cover,
said Mike Ricei, the magnrine’s i direcior,

“Suzanne’s were judt so different” he
said, adding they were also well done. “She
woulll absodmtely be somebsly we'd be
interested in following wp with,”

The former an teacher and cummend west-
erm steel sipn designer beamned how 0 make
mecdle lece a1 Morthem Iinpis University
wleere she received o master’s degree in filser
arts. Shafer-Wilson takes lace designs and
applics them 1o three-dimensional products
mace of everyihing from plastic wire to cop-
peer bo andrmeal fur

Buk it was a r bosket that perauded
efficials ot The Crasfis Bepoat o put her work
on the cover.

Thee Murch edition, which focused on
baskers, alwo mcludes a blush about Shafer-
Wilson's work on e inside.

Ricci said the craft report is different than
other ant magazines becouse it helps anists
looking to twm their craft info o business,

“Wie'ne the magnzine that focuses on it as
i business, ps g carer,” Biccd said,

Al thant’s exacily whar Shafer-Wilson is
trying 1o g

“T'm just plugmng oway,” she sasl, nofs
ing she has entered her work in three gome-
petitions tn. Michigan  through  the
Hancweavers Guild of Amernica, and has her
work in bwe Chicage venues— Woman
Made and Vale Craft galberies,

But it's mo leisurely hobhby, It takes
between 12 and 1R howrs for Shafer-Wilson
by ereate her laroer picoes, crafting it oll by

hand with wrenches and pliers.

Although Shafer-Wilsen's work s not
sl locally — wath the exceplion of a necent
shimwease al August Hill Winery — one of
her baskets will be sold af the St Bede oue-
tion in Morch 1o benclii the school, The
preces ane sold from 350 and up, depending
of the size. The basket ot St Bede will hiove
a minimaen bad of 51500

For more informtson abowl Shaflers
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Suzanne Shafer-Wilson of Losiani poses with theea pleces of hes artwork and The Crafts
Ropaet. One of Shafar-Wilsom's wirg neede lnoe batkets graces he covec of tha national
ITIRGAZIND,

Wilson's art visit www.suzanneshaferwils
son, waraimade. et

Shailer-Wilsomn abso will be keading work-
shops through Winoks Valley Handweavers
Cinnkd and hopes to st something up o
Starved Rock,

Shetlre Sebens com be reached ar 223-
J300 Ext, 133 or lasalleneporter@new-
stritycom,



